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PATENT 


k ' JHractitidner's Docket N . 
\ % *» ^ IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK FFICE 



tfRatent application 


the specification of which is being transmitted herewith 

OR 


In re application of: LIPP, Eberhard 
Application No.: 0 9 / 858 , 1 37 Group . No.: 
Filed: May 1 5, 2001 
For VERTICAL MIXER 


Examiner. 


Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


<92>CQ\ 



CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. §§ 1-«Ha> and 1 ' 10 * 

Express Mail certification is optional.) 

, hereby certify that, on the date shown below, this correspondence is being: 

MAILING 

B deposited with the United States Post, Seo.ce in an enveiope addressed to the Assistant Commoner 
for Patents. Washington. D.C. 20231 ^ Q p R g 1/JQ . 

37 C.F.R § 1.8(a) ■ Pos t Office to Addressee" 

S with sufficient postage as first class mail U as txpress 

Mailing Label No. . ^mandatory.) 

TRANSMISSION 

□ transmitted by facsimile to the Patent and Trademark Office. 


Date: 


1 -tC-o t 



Signature 

John S. Egbert 


(type or pant name of person certifying) 

^snvsr "**" M 

placed thereon prior to mafcng. 37 CW» , fhe ^p,^ M a7 matt* /abe/ thereon 

"Since the tiling of ^"J^JSSTcw. requests for waiver of this 

is an oversight that can be avoided by ^ «««" £cAMtt96 60 Fed. Reg. 56.439. at 56.442. 
requirement wffi not be graced on peW/on. Notice of Oct 24. 7330, ou rea *y 
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r\ A/07fef Vln information disclosure statement shall be considered by the Office if filed by the appficanv 

l^ o ^$0r W Within **** months mn 9 fete of a national application; 

(2) Within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in § 1.491 in an 
international application; or 

(3) Before the mailing date of a first Office action on the merits, whichever event occurs last" 
37 C.F.R § 1.97(b). 

NOTE: "Each individual associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor 
and good faith in dealing with the Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Office all information 
known to that individual to be material to patentability as defined in this section." 37 C.F.R § 1.56(a). 

"individuals associated with the fiUng or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of 
this section are: 

(1) each inventor named in the application; 

(2) each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application 
and who is associated with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation 
to assign the application." 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c). 

NOTE: The "duty as described in § 1.56 will be met so long as the information in question was cited by the 
Office or submitted to the Office in the manner prescribed by §§ 1.97(bHd) and 1.98 before issuance 
of the patent" Notice of January 9 t 1992, 1135 O.G. 13 -25 at 17. 
WARNING: "No information disclosure statement may be filed in a provisional application." 37 C.F.R. § 1.51(b). 

List of Sections Forming Part of This Information Disclosure Statement 

The following sections are being submitted for this Information Disclosure Statement: 

(check sections forming a part of this statement: discard unused sections 
and number pages consecutively) 

Preliminary Statements 

FORMS FTO/SB/08A and 08B (formerly FORM PTO-1449) 

Statement as to Information Not Found in Patents or Publications 

Identification of Prior Application in Which Listed Information Was Already Cited 
and for Which No Copies Are Submitted or Need Be Submitted 

Cumulative Patents or Publications 

Copies of Listed Information Items Accompanying This Statement 
Concise Explanation of Non-English Language Listed Information Items 
7 A. □ EPO Search Report 

7B. □ English Language Version of EPO Search Report 

8. □ Translation(s) of Non-English Language Documents 

9. B Concise Explanation of English Language Listed Information Items (Optional) 

10. Q Identification of Person(s) Making This Information Disclosure Statement 


1. 

E 

2. 

B 

3. 

□ 

4. 

□ 

5. 

□ 

6. 


7. 

□ 


(complete the following, if appropriate) 

Sections , respectively, have been continued on ADDED PAGE(S). 

NOTE: "Once the minimum requirements are met the examiner has an obligation to consider the information. ' 
Notice of April 20. 7992 (1138 O.G. 37-41, 37). 
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Secti n 1. Pr liminary stat ments 

.Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other information, of which they are 
Hware that they believe may be material to the examination of this application, and in respect 
\ $ $A ^|which t there may be a duty to disclose. 

£ /The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a representa- 
&v *^ on that a search has been made (37 C.F.R. 1.97(g)), an admission that the information 
^^iTTRADS^cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material information 
exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission 
against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 


(Information Disclosure Statement — Section 1 . Preliminary Statements [6-1] — page 


of 



6. Copies of Listed Inf rmation Items Acc mpanying This 
Stat ment 


W07E; 37 C.F.FL 138(a)(2) requires that any information <£$dosure statement filed under § 1.97 shall include: 
m A legible copy of: (1) Bach U.S. and foreign patent; Qt) Each publication or that portion which caused 
it to be listed: and (iii) All other information or that portion which caused it to be listed, except that 
no copy of a U.S. patent application need be included ... * 

NOTE: The wording in § 1 ,9S(a)(2)0ii) makes it dear that the requirement to submit a copy of each item of 
information listed in an information disclosure statement does not apply to the citation of a U.S. patent 
application. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 73-25, at 14. 


Legible copies of all items listed in Forms PTO/SB/08A and 08B (formerly Form PTO-1449) 
accompany this information statement. 


□ Exception® to above: 

□ Items in prior application, from which an earlier filing date is claimed 
for this application, as identified in Section 4. 

□ Cumulative patents or publications identified in Section 5. 
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(complete the following, if applicable) 
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Section 9. Concts Explanation f English Language Li ted Inf rmation 
Items (OPTI NAL) 

"Applicants may. if they wish, provide a concise explanation of why English-language information is being 
submitted and how it is understood to be relevant Concise explanations are helpful to the Office, 
particularly where documents are lengthy and complex and applicant is aware of a section that is highly 
relevant to patentabiTtty or where a large number f documents are submitted and applicant is aware 
that one or more are highly relevant to patentability." Notice of April 20, 1992 (1138 O.G. 37-41, 38). 

U.S. Patent No. 3,675,902, issued on July 11, 1972 to Marshall, teaches a method and 
apparatus for mixing fluid materials. The apparatus includes a mixing zone having an inlet and an 
outlet. Materials are introduced into the mixing zone and agitated in the mixing zone by a rotating 
spiral ribbon agitator. The agitator also has region of interruption to disrupt the material flow 
in the mixing zone. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,382,092, issued on January 1 7, 1995 to Okamoto et al., describes a mixing 
apparatus and bottom ribbon blade used therein. The apparatus includes a mixing vessel with a 
cylindrical wall and a bottom wall. The bottom wall has a semi-ellipsoid shape, dished shape or 
circular cone shape with an obtuse apex angle and each of the convex surfaces is oriented 
downwardly. An impeller shaft is coaxially aligned within the mixing vessel and helical ribbon 
blade is disposed within the mixing vessel so as to rotated by a driving mechanism via the impeller 
shaft. 

The two U.S. Patents and the enclosed Foreign Patent Documents were classified as forming 
technological background only. 



pi 

Section 10. Identification of Person(s) Making This Inf rmation 
n£jp^ Disclosure Statement 


The person making this statement is 

(check each applicable item) 
(a) □ the inventors) who signs below 


SIGNATURE OF INVENTOR 


(type name of inventor who is signing) 
(b) □ an individual associated with the filing and prose- 
cution of this application (37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c)) 


SIGNATURE OF INVENTOR 


(type name of inventor who is signing) 

(c) ED the practitioner who signs below on the basis of 
the information: 

(check each applicable item) 

□ supplied by the inventors). 

□ supplied by an individual associated with the filing and prosecution 


of this application. (37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c)) 
H in the practitioner's file. 


SIGNATURE OF PRA^ 

Reg. No.: 30,627 ^ g> E ± b £ rt 



'A 



Tim , , ^ ^ ^ A (type or print name of practitioner) 

Tel. No.: ( 071 3 224-8080 Harrison iEgbert 

rilctomor K . ^ A ^ r 412 Main St, , 7th Floor 

Customer No.: 24106 P.O. Address 

Houston, Texas 77002 


(Information Disclosure Statement— Section 10. Identification of Persons) Making This Information Disclosure 

Statement [6-1] — page of ) 


